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MOBILE TELEPHONE COVERAGE IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

55. Hon JOHN FISCHER to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Federal Affairs: 
I am led to believe that Telstra is about to spend $1.1 million on mobile telephone coverage in Western Australia 
of which $550 000 will be to install code division multiple access at the Overlander Roadhouse and Yule River, 
Port Hedland along North West Coastal Highway Route 1.  However, the remaining $550 000 will be used to 
upgrade facilities at Rottnest Island, in the electorate of Carmen Lawrence, to provide greater penetration for 
receivers lodging in the cottages.  I am further advised that the State Government was responsible for picking 
these sites.  My understanding is that it would take $12 million to provide continuous mobile coverage from 
Northampton to Broome, and it could be completed by 2003-04 if agreement can be made between the State 
Government providing $2.75 million and the federal Government providing $3 million to match Telstra’s 
$6 million.  Will the minister not agree that perhaps the State Government, together with Main Roads, has a 
communication duty of its own to ensure that communications are available along regional highways so as to 
guarantee a prompt and safe journey for travellers prior to their arriving on Rottnest? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

Mr President -  

Several members interjected. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I hope the press release goes out in its corrected form.  I thank the member for some 
notice of this question.  The State Government believes it is essential that communications are available along 
regional highways, and I am sure the member would be the first to acknowledge the large contribution that the 
State Government has made in that regard.  The Commonwealth Government has the constitutional 
responsibility for the establishment of telecommunications infrastructure.  We have sought from the 
Commonwealth the improvement of mobile phone networks on all the State’s major highways and seek to 
influence the carriers and the Commonwealth on the prioritisation of sites.  The decisions on the placement of 
mobile phone tower infrastructure, however, are usually commercial, and the State Government does not make 
the final decision on their locations.  In this case, however, the Commonwealth granted money to Telstra, and the 
Commonwealth selected the sites. 
 


